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(c) For the purpose of §§ 135.249,
135.251, 135.253, 135.255, and 135.353, oper-
ator means any person or entity con-
ducting non-stop sightseeing flights for
compensation or hire in an airplane or
rotorcraft that begin and end at the
same airport and are conducted within
a 25 statute mile radius of that airport.

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of
this part and appendices I and J to part
121 of this chapter, an operator who
does not hold a part 121 or part 135 cer-
tificate is permitted to use a person
who is otherwise authorized to perform
aircraft maintenance or preventive
maintenance duties and who is not sub-
ject to FAA-approved anti-drug and al-
cohol misuse prevention programs to
perform—

(1) Aircraft maintenance or preven-
tive maintenance on the operator’s air-
craft if the operator would otherwise
be required to transport the aircraft
more than 50 nautical miles further
than the repair point closest to opera-
tor’s principal place of operation to ob-
tain these services; or

(2) Emergency repairs on the opera-
tor’s aircraft if the aircraft cannot be
safely operated to a location where an
employee subject to FAA-approved pro-
grams can perform the repairs.

[Doc. No. 16097, 43 FR 46783, Oct. 10, 1978, as
amended by Amdt. 135–5, 45 FR 43162, June
26, 1980; Amdt. 135–7, 45 FR 67235, Oct. 9, 1980;
Amdt. 135–20, 51 FR 40709, Nov. 7, 1986; Amdt.
135–28, 53 FR 47060, Nov. 21, 1988; Amdt. 135–
32, 54 FR 34332, Aug. 18, 1989; Amdt. 135–37, 55
FR 40278, Oct. 2, 1990; Amdt. 135–48, 59 FR
7396, Feb. 15, 1994; Amdt. 135–58, 60 FR 65938,
Dec. 20, 1995]

§ 135.2 Compliance schedule for opera-
tors that transition to part 121 of
this chapter; certain new entrant
operators.

(a) Applicability. This section applies
to the following:

(1) Each certificate holder that was
issued an air carrier or operating cer-
tificate and operations specifications
under the requirements of part 135 of
this chapter or under SFAR No. 38–2 of
14 CFR part 121 before January 19, 1996,
and that conducts scheduled passenger-
carrying operations with:

(i) Nontransport category turbo-
propeller powered airplanes type cer-
tificated after December 31, 1964, that

have a passenger seat configuration of
10–19 seats;

(ii) Transport category turbo-
propeller powered airplanes that have a
passenger seat configuration of 20–30
seats; or

(iii) Turbojet engine powered air-
planes having a passenger seat configu-
ration of 1–30 seats.

(2) Each person who, after January
19, 1996, applies for or obtains an initial
air carrier or operating certificate and
operations specifications to conduct
scheduled passenger-carrying oper-
ations in the kinds of airplanes de-
scribed in paragraphs (a)(1)(i), (a)(1)(ii),
or paragraph (a)(1)(iii) of this section.

(b) Obtaining operations specifications.
A certificate holder described in para-
graph (a)(1) of this section may not,
after March 20, 1997, operate an air-
plane described in paragraphs (a)(1)(i),
(a)(1)(ii), or (a)(1)(iii) of this section in
scheduled passenger-carrying oper-
ations, unless it obtains operations
specifications to conduct its scheduled
operations under part 121 of this chap-
ter on or before March 20, 1997.

(c) Regular or accelerated compliance.
Except as provided in paragraphs (d),
and (e) of this section, each certificate
holder described in paragraph (a)(1) of
this section shall comply with each ap-
plicable requirement of part 121 of this
chapter on and after March 20, 1997 or
on and after the date on which the cer-
tificate holder is issued operations
specifications under this part, which-
ever occurs first. Except as provided in
paragraphs (d) and (e) of this section,
each person described in paragraph
(a)(2) of this section shall comply with
each applicable requirement of part 121
of this chapter on and after the date on
which that person is issued a certifi-
cate and operations specifications
under part 121 of this chapter.

(d) Delayed compliance dates. Unless
paragraph (e) of this section specifies
an earlier compliance date, no certifi-
cate holder that is covered by para-
graph (a) of this section may operate
an airplane in 14 CFR part 121 oper-
ations on or after a date listed in this
paragraph unless that airplane meets
the applicable requirement of this
paragraph:
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(1) Nontransport category turbo-
propeller powered airplanes type certifi-
cated after December 31, 1964, that have a
passenger seat configuration of 10–19
seats. No certificate holder may oper-
ate under this part an airplane that is
described in paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this
section on or after a date listed in
paragraph (d)(1) of this section unless
that airplane meets the applicable re-
quirement listed in paragraph (d)(1) of
this section:

(i) December 20, 1997:
(A) Section 121.289, Landing gear

aural warning.
(B) Section 121.308, Lavatory fire pro-

tection.
(C) Section 121.310(e), Emergency exit

handle illumination.
(D) Section 121.337(b)(8), Protective

breathing equipment.
(E) Section 121.340, Emergency flota-

tion means.
(ii) December 20, 1999: Section 121.342,

Pitot heat indication system.
(iii) December 20, 2010:
(A) For airplanes described in

§ 121.157(f), the Airplane Performance
Operating Limitations in §§ 121.189
through 121.197.

(B) Section 121.161(b), Ditching ap-
proval.

(C) Section 121.305(j), Third attitude
indicator.

(D) Section 121.312(c), Passenger seat
cushion flammability.

(iv) March 12, 1999: Section
121.310(b)(1), Interior emergency exit
locating sign.

(2) Transport category turbopropeller
powered airplanes that have a passenger
seat configuration of 20–30 seats. No cer-
tificate holder may operate under this
part an airplane that is described in
paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this section on or
after a date listed in paragraph (d)(2) of
this section unless that airplane meets
the applicable requirement listed in
paragraph (d)(2) of this section:

(i) December 20, 1997:
(A) Section 121.308, Lavatory fire pro-

tection.
(B) Section 121.337(b) (8) and (9), Pro-

tective breathing equipment.
(C) Section 121.340, Emergency flota-

tion means.
(ii) December 20, 2010: Section

121.305(j), Third attitude indicator.

(e) Newly manufactured airplanes. No
certificate holder that is described in
paragraph (a) of this section may oper-
ate under part 121 of this chapter an
airplane manufactured on or after a
date listed in this paragraph (e) unless
that airplane meets the applicable re-
quirement listed in this paragraph (e).

(1) For nontransport category turbo-
propeller powered airplanes type cer-
tificated after December 31, 1964, that
have a passenger seat configuration of
10–19 seats:

(i) Manufactured on or after March
20, 1997:

(A) Section 121.305(j), Third attitude
indicator.

(B) Section 121.311(f), Safety belts
and shoulder harnesses.

(ii) Manufactured on or after Decem-
ber 20, 1997: Section 121.317(a), Fasten
seat belt light.

(iii) Manufactured on or after Decem-
ber 20, 1999: Section 121.293, Takeoff
warning system.

(iv) Manufactured on or after March
12, 1999: Section 121.310(b)(1), Interior
emergency exit locating sign.

(2) For transport category turbo-
propeller powered airplanes that have a
passenger seat configuration of 20–30
seats manufactured on or after March
20, 1997: Section 121.305(j), Third atti-
tude indicator.

(f) New type certification requirements.
No person may operate an airplane for
which the application for a type cer-
tificate was filed after March 29, 1995,
in 14 CFR part 121 operations unless
that airplane is type certificated under
part 25 of this chapter.

(g) Transition plan. Before March 19,
1996 each certificate holder described in
paragraph (a)(1) of this section must
submit to the FAA a transition plan
(containing a calendar of events) for
moving from conducting its scheduled
operations under the commuter re-
quirements of part 135 of this chapter
to the requirements for domestic or
flag operations under part 121 of this
chapter. Each transition plan must
contain details on the following:

(1) Plans for obtaining new oper-
ations specifications authorizing do-
mestic or flag operations;

(2) Plans for being in compliance
with the applicable requirements of
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part 121 of this chapter on or before
March 20, 1997; and

(3) Plans for complying with the com-
pliance date schedules contained in
paragraphs (d) and (e) of this section.

[Doc. No. 28154, 60 FR 65938, Dec. 20, 1995, as
amended by Amdt. 135–65, 61 FR 30435, June
14, 1996; Amdt. 135–66, 62 FR 13257, Mar. 19,
1997]

§ 135.3 Rules applicable to operations
subject to this part.

(a) Each person operating an aircraft
in operations under this part shall—

(1) While operating inside the United
States, comply with the applicable
rules of this chapter; and

(2) While operating outside the
United States, comply with Annex 2,
Rules of the Air, to the Convention on
International Civil Aviation or the reg-
ulations of any foreign country, which-
ever applies, and with any rules of
parts 61 and 91 of this chapter and this
part that are more restrictive than
that Annex or those regulations and
that can be complied with without vio-
lating that Annex or those regulations.
Annex 2 is incorporated by reference in
§ 91.703(b) of this chapter.

(b) After March 19, 1997, each certifi-
cate holder that conducts commuter
operations under this part with air-
planes in which two pilots are required
by the type certification rules of this
chapter shall comply with subparts N
and O of part 121 of this chapter in-
stead of the requirements of subparts
E, G, and H of this part. Each affected
certificate holder must submit to the
Administrator and obtain approval of a
transition plan (containing a calendar
of events) for moving from its present
part 135 training, checking, testing,
and qualification requirements to the
requirements of part 121 of this chap-
ter. Each transition plan must be sub-
mitted by March 19, 1996, and must con-
tain details on how the certificate
holder plans to be in compliance with
subparts N and O of part 121 on or be-
fore March 19, 1997.

(c) If authorized by the Adminis-
trator upon application, each certifi-
cate holder that conducts operations
under this part to which paragraph (b)
of this section does not apply, may
comply with the applicable sections of
subparts N and O of part 121 instead of

the requirements of subparts E, G, and
H of this part, except that those au-
thorized certificate holders may choose
to comply with the operating experi-
ence requirements of § 135.244, instead
of the requirements of § 121.434 of this
chapter.

[Doc. No. 27993, 60 FR 65949, Dec. 20, 1995, as
amended by Amdt. 135–65, 61 FR 30435, June
14, 1996]

§ 135.7 Applicability of rules to unau-
thorized operators.

The rules in this part which apply to
a person certificated under part 119 of
this chapter also apply to a person who
engages in any operation governed by
this part without an appropriate cer-
tificate and operations specifications
required by part 119 of this chapter.

[Doc. No. 16097, 43 FR 46783, Oct. 10, 1978, as
amended by Amdt. 135–58, 60 FR 65939, Dec.
20, 1995]

§ 135.12 Previously trained crew-
members.

A certificate holder may use a crew-
member who received the certificate
holder’s training in accordance with
subparts E, G, and H of this part before
March 19, 1997 without complying with
initial training and qualification re-
quirements of subparts N and O of part
121 of this chapter. The crewmember
must comply with the applicable recur-
rent training requirements of part 121
of this chapter.

[Doc. No. 27993, 60 FR 65950, Dec. 20, 1995]

§ 135.19 Emergency operations.

(a) In an emergency involving the
safety of persons or property, the cer-
tificate holder may deviate from the
rules of this part relating to aircraft
and equipment and weather minimums
to the extent required to meet that
emergency.

(b) In an emergency involving the
safety of persons or property, the pilot
in command may deviate from the
rules of this part to the extent required
to meet that emergency.

(c) Each person who, under the au-
thority of this section, deviates from a
rule of this part shall, within 10 days,
excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and
Federal holidays, after the deviation,
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